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Grant application call for the research programme on deficiently known an 
threatened species and habitat types (PUTTE II) 
 
 

1. Overview of the grant 

The Ministry of the Environment is accepting grant applications for 2021–2022 as part of the research 

programme on deficiently known and threatened species and habitat types (PUTTE II). The project 

applications must relate to research on species, species groups or habitat types where research can reveal 

findings applicable to the assessment of threatened species or habitats or to practical nature conservation. 

Discretionary government grants in the administrative sector of the Ministry of the Environment promote 

positive social values and impacts for the Ministry, as well as the Ministry’s strategic objectives. The grants 

are paid under budget item 35.01.01 (Operating Expenditure of the Environmental Administration) of the 

Ministry of the Environment. Approximately EUR 2,000,000 has been set aside for the activities referred to in 

this Call for Applications for the years 2021 and 2022. Grants are allocated conditionally, provided that 

Parliament includes the appropriation in the budget. The projects require a self-financed contribution of at 

least 5%. The Ministry of the Environment does not award grants for economic activity. The grant must be 

used between 1 January 2021 and 31 December 2022, but the duration of the projects may be shorter. 

Universities, colleges (“korkeakoulu”) or other similar research communities may apply for the grant. In the 

case of a consortium, the project must have one lead applicant. Cooperation with other actors is permissible 

and desirable. Grants are not awarded to private individuals or to central government accounting units, such 

as state research institutes (see, however, section 4.1.3). 

The application period begins on 18 September 2020 and ends on 30 October 2020 at 16.15. Applications 

received after the deadline will not be processed.  

Grant decisions will be made in December 2020. Applicants will be notified of the decision in writing. 

Grants awarded by the Ministry of the Environment are discretionary. Discretionary government grants are 

governed by the Act on Discretionary Government Transfers (688/2001), which is applied to the grounds for 

granting government transfers as well as to granting, payment, use, control and recovery of grants and the 

related procedures. The grants referred to in this Call for Applications are awarded as special grants in 

accordance with the Act on Discretionary Government Transfers for projects outlined in the project 

applications. 

 

2. Objective of government transfers 

One of the key goals of Prime Minister Sanna Marin’s Government Programme is to halt the decline of 

biodiversity in Finland. To achieve this goal, the Government Programme includes several measures, such as 

the continuation of the inventory of species and habitats, the expansion of the protected area network and the 

action programme for improving the condition of degraded habitats (Helmi programme). Many of the 

measures are based on a comprehensive and up-to-date knowledge base. Its most significant knowledge 

gaps relate to threatened and deficiently known species and habitats. 

The highest control and supervision of nature conservation is vested in the Ministry of the Environment. 

Halting the loss of biodiversity and securing a favourable status are key factors in the Ministry of the 
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Environment’s strategy. Research data on species and habitat types provide the basis for assessing 

threatened species and thus for many measures to protect biodiversity. Reporting concerning implementation 

of the EU Habitats Directive under the leadership of the Ministry of the Environment also requires a good 

knowledge base. Internationally, Finland is committed to the objectives of the UN Convention on Biological 

Diversity, which are currently being updated for the period 2021–2030. 

 

3. What is the grant meant for? 

Project planning must take into account, as applicable, the results and proposals for action defined in the fifth 

assessment of threatened species, completed in 2019, and in the second assessment of threatened habitat 

types completed in 2018. Moreover, the results of the Research Program of Deficiently Known and 

Threatened Forest Species (PUTTE), implemented in the years 2003–2016 must be considered where 

applicable. The projects must improve the knowledge base of Finnish species and habitat types for the future 

threat assessments and for the EU Habitats and Birds Directives reporting, and/or support practical nature 

conservation work. 

Project applications must cover one or more of the following topics: 

 Research on the habitat requirements of threatened species or species groups and the means and 

need for protection. These are, for example, species that are assessed to be threatened in the 

national assessment of threatened species, species defined in the Nature Conservation Decree as 

needing special protection and the species designated in the annexes to the Habitats and Birds 

Directives. 

 Research concerning the taxonomy and/or ecology of deficiently known species or species groups 

(e.g. species and species groups that have been classified as deficiently known or have not been 

assessed at all in the national assessment for threatened species). 

 Research on the impact of factors affecting the occurrence and need for protection of threatened or 

deficiently known species or groups of organisms, in particular climate change. 

 Research that increases knowledge of the Finnish species, i.e. focuses on a hitherto unknown part of 

the Finnish fauna. 

 Research on the structure and function of threatened habitats and the means of habitat protection and 

management. Threatened habitats types include, for example, habitat types assessed as threatened 

in the national habitat type assessment, as well as habitat types defined in the annexes to the 

Habitats Directive. 

 Research on the occurrence, structure and need for protection of deficiently known habitats. Such 

habitats include, for example, those that were assessed as deficiently known in the national habitats 

assessment or in the habitats reporting in line with the Habitats Directive. 

 Production of high-quality identification guides or ecological species lists in Finnish, especially if they 

support the expansion of nature activities into new species groups or habitats and/or practical nature 

conservation work. 

 Research on inventory and monitoring methods for different species, species groups or habitat types. 

https://www.ymparisto.fi/punainenlista
https://www.ymparisto.fi/punainenlista
https://www.ymparisto.fi/fi-FI/Luonto/Luontotyypit/Luontotyyppien_uhanalaisuus/Luontotyyppien_uhanalaisuus_2018
https://www.ymparisto.fi/fi-FI/Luonto/Luontotyypit/Luontotyyppien_uhanalaisuus/Luontotyyppien_uhanalaisuus_2018
https://www.ymparisto.fi/putte
https://www.ymparisto.fi/putte
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/FI/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:01992L0043-20070101&qid=1400752170687&from=FI
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/FI/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009L0147&from=FI
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/ajantasa/1997/19970160
https://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/ajantasa/1997/19970160
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4. Applying for a grant 

4.1. To consider before applying 

4.1.1. Planning of the project budget 

In addition to the basic information about the project, the application form must include an estimate of the 

operating costs, the share of the costs covered by the grant applied for, and other sources of funding. Please 

note in particular that, according to the terms of the special grant from the Ministry of the Environment 

(Appendix 1), the overheads may not exceed 15% of the total costs of the project aided.  

The self-financed contribution (at least 5%) may be implemented as own work, but in this case the party 

implementing the project must be able to show clearly in its reporting that the working hours according to the 

project plan have been used for the project applied for (e.g. through hourly accounting). 

4.1.2. Consortia 

A discretionary Government transfer may be granted for the applicant’s activities or to be used to assist an 

activity or project which is not the applicant’s but which meets the objective of the transfer decision. When a 

transfer is granted for a use that meets the requirements of the transfer decision but is not the applicant’s 

activity or project, the recipient of the transfer must agree on its use and the supervision of its use and their 

terms with the party carrying out the activity or implementing the project. 

In the case of a consortium, the project must have one lead applicant to whom the Ministry of the 

Environment addresses the grant decision. The lead applicant is responsible for the project on behalf of all 

parties to the consortium, and ensures that the consortium has reached adequate agreement on the 

implementation of the project, the use of the grant, the control of use and the relevant terms and conditions. 

The project plan must specify how the implementation of the project is shared among the applicants.  

The consortium may also have foreign organisations, but their share of the total project budget cannot be 

significant. If foreign organisations are involved in the consortium, the lead applicant of the consortium must 

contact the Ministry of the Environment as soon as possible to confirm the eligibility for application. 

4.1.3. Government agencies and institutions/research institutes 

Discretionary government grants cannot be awarded to central government accounting units (including state 

research institutes). However, on the basis of the application and its evaluation, a funding decision can be 

made for state research institutes in the research programme. From the point of view of the Procurement Act, 

the services provided by government agencies and institutions to each other are internal service provision, 

which is not covered by the competitive tendering provided by the Procurement Act. The State Treasury 

maintains a list of government agencies and institutions which, as providers of internal service production, are 

excluded from the scope of the Procurement Act. 

https://www.valtiokonttori.fi/maaraykset-ja-ohjeet/valtion-kirjanpitoyksikot-virastot-ja-laitokset-seka-talousarvion-ulkopuolella-olevat-valtion-rahastot-1-1-2020/
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Applications from state research institutes are assessed against the same criteria as the applications 

submitted in this grant application round. In the main, funding decisions are subject to the same conditions as 

grant decisions. State research institutes must contact the Ministry of the Environment (see section Virhe. 

Viitteen lähdettä ei löytynyt.) for further instructions. 

 

4.2. Submission of the application 

The grant is applied (in Finnish or Swedish) for at the grant application service, address  

https://hakulomake.fi/ym/fi/node/72 

The application consists of an application form to be filled in at the application service and its appendices: 

1. Project plan for the activities to be carried out with the grant (maximum seven (7) pages, Appendix 

2);  

2. Curricula vitae (CV) of all persons who play a key role in implementing the project. The CV is a 

concise presentation of scientific achievements and other merits essential for the implementation of 

the research plan. Its maximum length is two pages. The curriculum vitae template prepared by the 

Finnish National Board on Research Integrity can be used as help. In terms of publications, the 10 

most important publications for the project must be presented. Note that the CV is a public document. 

The application form may be completed in Finnish or Swedish. The project plan may also be submitted in 

English. 

In the main, the application and its appendices are public documents, except that the detailed project plan 

attached to the application in the main is secret, unless the applicant declares otherwise or the authorities 

decide otherwise (Act on the Openness of Government Activities (621/1999), chapter 6, section 24 Secret 

official documents, paragraph 21). 

 

5. Assessments of applications and award grounds 

The grants are discretionary. The Department of the Natural Environment at the Ministry of the Environment 

assesses the applications. If necessary, external opinions may be requested during the assessment. 

The assessment and mutual comparison of applications are based on an overall assessment, and the Call for 

Applications serves as a basis for comparison. There are four assessment criteria (Appendix 3):  

1. Relevance and usability (35%); 

2. Project quality (25%); 

3. Expertise of project implementers and adequacy of resources (25%); and 

4. Communication, interaction and information management (15%).  

https://hakulomake.fi/ym/fi/node/72
http://www.tenk.fi/fi/tutkijan-ansioluettelomalli).
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Each criterion is assessed numerically on a scale of 0–4 and weighted unequally according to the 

percentages given above. In the event that two applications receive an equal amount of weighted points, the 

project with the higher points for assessment criteria 1 and 2 together will be selected. 

The Ministry of the Environment will make the grant decisions in December 2020. 

 

6. General grounds under the Act on Discretionary Government Transfers and 
conditions for special grants from the Ministry of the Environment 

The Ministry of the Environment may award a grant only if the general grounds for awarding the grant in 

accordance with the Act on Discretionary Government Transfers are met. The Ministry also takes the general 

grounds into account when considering the grant sum. 

 The general grounds for awarding a government grant are (section 7 (1) of the Act on Discretionary 

Government Transfers): 

 The purpose for which government grant is applied is socially acceptable. 

 Awarding a grant is justified by the objectives set for its use. 

 Awarding a grant is necessary considering other public aid received by the applicant and the type and 

extent of the project or activity in question. 

 Granting a transfer is judged to cause only minor distortion to competition and the market. 

 

Obstacles to awarding a grant 

 The Ministry of the Environment will reject the application if the applicant has failed to provide the 

Ministry with information for monitoring the use of previously awarded grants.  

 The application is rejected if it arrives after the deadline. 

 Grants are not awarded to private individuals or to central government accounting entities. 

In addition, the conditions and limits concerning special grants awarded by the Ministry of the Environment 

will apply (Appendix 1). 

 

7. Reporting on the results and use of the grant 

The aim of the project activities assisted by the Ministry of the Environment is to achieve effective and large-

scale utilisation of the results. 

 

7.1. Reporting of results, publicity and transparency, communication 

In addition to demonstrating how the grant was used, the project is required to submit a non-technical final 

report describing its activities and key results. If the final report is an electronic publication, distribution may be 

carried out by providing a notice with the web address of the report. In addition to, or instead of, the traditional 

report format, results may be communicated, for instance, through policy briefs through seminars, workshops, 

forums advancing dialogue between researchers and decision-makers, and through electronic channels. 
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Projects must ensure that they are publicised sufficiently widely and prominently, for example in domestic 

trade journals and/or electronic information channels. When the project is described, the Ministry of the 

Environment must be mentioned as the provider of a grant. 

Research results are always widely published. The results must be published in an appropriate manner and 

so that they are accessible to all under the same conditions. Whenever appropriate, the application must 

specify any confidential results. It is recommended that the results be published in open access scientific 

journals and other open publications or that articles be stored in an open electronic archive. The grant may be 

used to cover publication fees for open access publication. 

The data generated in the projects must be opened up allowing extensive reuse. It is recommended that the 

production of research data be planned in keeping with the FAIR principles. Observational data and 

identification data concerning species and species groups must be stored in a separately agreed manner, and 

on the schedule agreed, at the Finnish Biodiversity Information Facility. Geographic or other data concerning 

habitat types must be stored in appropriate databases so that it is openly accessible for further use. Data and 

other outputs (e.g. image data, analytical formulas and identification data) must be published under an open 

Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 License (CC BY 4.0), taking into account the right to scientific research 

embargo and other restrictions on open publication (e.g. restrictions concerning geographic information on the 

occurrence of threatened species and habitats). 

If a grant is awarded, a data management plan is required for the project within a maximum of three months 

of the grant decision. 

The Ministry of the Environment may communicate the results of project activities on a project-by-project 

basis or from the perspective of broader thematic entities. The communication of projects and project 

activities may also be done in collaboration with other organisations. 

 

7.2. Reporting on the use of the grant 

The use of grants must be reported in accordance with the terms of the Ministry of the Environment’s special 

grants (Appendix 1). 

 

8. Further information 

 
Joona Lehtomäki, Ministry of the Environment 
tel. +358 29 5250016 
joona.lehtomaki@ym.fi 
 
Mikko Kuusinen, Ministry of the Environment 
tel. +358 50 3450 582 
mikko.kuusinen@ym.fi 
 
 
 

https://avointiede.fi/fi/tutkijalle/ukk#julkaisut
https://laji.fi/
http://docs.jhs-suositukset.fi/jhs-suositukset/JHS189/JHS189.html
mailto:joona.lehtomaki@ym.fi
mailto:mikko.kuusinen@ym.fi
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